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British General Elections May 2010 
14 April 2010
Background

The three major political parties have publicised their election manifestos with pledges and commitments to the electorate. Each party has proposed several ideas and innovations for governing the country. Some of these ideas are likely to have a bearing on the third sector. This paper compares the policy proposals from each party. 
Relevance 
All three parties emphasise reformation of the public sector and an increasing role of the third sector in delivering public services. There are potential implications for the third sector especially in relation to income, boundaries, ethics and autonomy.  
Key issues, pledges, commitments and promises glimpsed from the Manifestos:

	LABOUR
	CONSERVATIVES
	LIBERAL DEMOCRATS


	

	Funding and Giving

· review incentives for philanthropic support

· promote greater public involvement in the way that the National Lottery proceeds are spent on good causes. The proportion of lottery funding currently diverted to the Olympics will be returned to culture heritage and sport

· increase philanthropy and encourage people to make volunteering and community participation something they do on a regular basis

· look at new ways to increase philanthropy and encourage people to make volunteering and community participation something they do on a regular basis

· restore the national lottery to its original purpose,  ensuring that 100% of Big Lottery Fund goes directly to the voluntary and community sector

· sports, heritage and the arts will each see their original allocations of 20% of good course money restored

· reform gift aid at a single rate composite of 23%

· increase easy giving accounts to allow people to operate charitable giving accounts alongside their current accounts



	Immigration
· commitment to control immigration through Australian style points based system, and newcomers to earn citizenship and the entitlements it brings
· committed to an immigration system that promotes and protects British values
· will remain open to those who want to undertake legitimate studies here.
· Will continue to provide a place of refuge for the oppressed. Will continue to deliver a compassionate system, making and enforcing decisions quickly with the majority of asylum cases concluded within six months.
· will introduce an annual limit on the numbers of non-EU economic migrants allowed to work in Britain 

· will work to prevent illegal migration with a dedicated Border Police Force to crack down on illegal immigration and people trafficking; 

· will introduce important new rules to tighten up the student visa system
· will promote integration into British Society. There will be an English language test for anyone coming here to get married. 

·  will make the asylum system,  fairer by taking responsibility away from the Home Office and giving it to a Canadian-style independent agency  

· will end asylum-seekers’ dependence on benefits by allowing them to work to support themselves and their families.

· will offer families who have been here for years and want to pay taxes a route to citizenship, provided they want to work, speak English and want to commit to the UK in the long term.

·  will introduce a Regional Points-Based Immigration System to ensure that immigration is targeted on areas that are under-populated and want more immigration 


	Equalities and Vulnerable People

· increase lending to poorer communities, to be paid for by a levy on banks

· believes that discrimination and inequality on the basis of race, gender, sexuality age, disability, religion or belief or social class has no place in the 21st century. 
· Committed to creating a new National care Service so that everyone has fair access to the support they need. Will offer free personal care at home for those with the highest needs
· introduce a voluntary insurance scheme so that people are no longer forced to sell their homes if they need residential care. 

· will work with the trade unions, businesses and others to address the growing disparity between public sector pensions and private sector pensions, while protecting accrued rights.
· promise much greater use of direct payments and individual budgets, which give people real control over their care
· reform winter fuel payments to all severely disabled people, paid for by delaying age related winter fuel payments until age 65
· commitment to build a fair society where opportunities do not depend on luck, health or money but are available for everyone

· commitment to help disabled people live independently where ever possible by making sure they can access the job market and by giving them more control over their health care



	Volunteering 

· committed to opening up volunteering opportunities for people in all parts of society
· introduce a National Citizen Service, a new volunteering programme to help 16 year olds develop their skills 

· reform CRB checks so that volunteers need only one record that is portable, not multiple checks for each activity



	Civic Participation

· pioneer social impact bonds and social impact hubs in every community

· a new fund for community ownership in 2010-11 for local pubs and social clubs

· a greater use of participatory budgeting and greater use of community land trusts in order to enable local people to purchase and run local amenities and assets in their areas such as youth facilities, parks and open spaces

· mutualisation of pubs and football clubs and opening up new possibilities for cooperative business such as rail operators

· plans for a national youth service, with the goal that all young people contribute at least 50 hours to their community by the age of 19

· develop a Social Investment Wholesale Bank to support the third sector, will provide the necessary launch from assets recovered from dormant bank accounts.
· will offer the right to bid to run any community service instead of the state

· commitment to a work programme delivered through private and voluntary sector providers, which will be rewarded on a payment by results basis for getting people into sustainable work

· A Big Society Bank, funded from unclaimed assets to provide new finance to neighbourhood groups, charities, social enterprises and other organisations 

· Active neighbourhood groups and money for training independent community organizers

· an annual Big Society Day to celebrate the work of the neighbourhood groups and encourage more people to take part in Social Action

· any petition that secures 100,000 signatures to be eligible for formal debate in parliament

· a commitment to protect free speech and the right to protest: intend to reform the Public Order Act to safeguard lawful, non violent protest

· support mutuals, cooperatives and social enterprises, through legislative change to bring legal structures up to date



	Other

· proposals for a greater strength of the compact and the promotion of schemes  to give communities greater control over public resources

· reform public services leading to a greater role of the third sector delivering public services

· a review of the criminal records  and vetting and barring regime, scaling it back to common sense levels 

· reform the public sector coupled with a leading role for the third sector in delivering public services. 

· changing the way the national lottery is taxed moving to a gross profit tax




Policy statements and manifestos currently being published by all political parties indicate that major policy changes are likely to occur in the period immediately following the general election.  Policy shifts are being primarily influenced by the ongoing recession and the desire for public sector reform.   Reform of the public sector has expectations of a significantly enhanced role for the third sector in the delivery of public services. As a sector we need to monitor these subtle and ongoing shifts in policy and identify appropriate responses for the challenges ahead.  Rachel Quinn – Chief Executive One East Midlands 

One East Midlands
One East Midlands is a regional voluntary and community sector infrastructure organisations for the East Midlands.  We work to ensure that the voluntary and community sector is actively engaged with key regional bodies and other partners, from across the public, statutory, business and social enterprise sectors. We bring together organisations that support voluntary and community groups across the region to influence and shape policy, improve services and provide a point of contact at a regional level.
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